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THE EFFECTS OF SOIL SALT CONTENT ON THE
GROWTH OF POTATO STEM~CUTTINGS
AND MINITUBERS

Kang Yulin, Zhang Chunzhen, Xu Liqun and Tian Cuiping

(Institute of Vegetables and F1 owers, Chinesc Academy of Agricultural Scicnces, Beijing 100081)

ABSTRACT
The stem—cuttings and minitubers of potato varictics “Favorita” and “Zhongshu no.2”

wcere planted separatcely in soils containing 0, 0.2, 0.4 and 0.6% sodium chloride. The cffects of
salt on the plant growth and tuber development were studied. The result of the experiment in-
dicated that the growth of both potato varictics were retarded and hampered steadily and
accordingly with the increasing salt contents. The symptoms of the affected plant were shown
as dclayed emergence, low survival rates and short plant heights ctc. The stem—cuttings were
also found morc scnsitive to salt than minitubers. Therefore the paper belicved that the selec-
tion of salt tolerance varictics should start from stem—cuttings in the greenhouse rather than
going to ficld trials first.
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