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THE STATUS AND ANALYSIS OF POTATO DISEASES
AND PESTS IN SOUTHWEST CHINA

He Wei Paul C Struik
(Crops Institute of SAAS, Chengdu 610066) ( Wageningen Agricultural University, The Netherlands)

ABSTRACT

It is important to know the specific disease and pest status of potato production; espe-
cially in the warmer regions- A series of studies, including general field surveys:; phy-
topathological tests and assessment of yield losses, was conducted in Sichuan, Southwest of
China- In general; potato viruses, late blight and bacterial wilt were the most important dis-
eases- Seed tubers and plants were generally infected with viruses, which reduce production-
A regular late blight epidemic every season causes severe yield loss- Incidence of bacterial
wilt occurs irregularly- The severity of the three diseases was closely associated with season:
altitude, seed age, variety and agronomic practices such as cutting of seed tubers- Genetic re-
sistance, especially to late blight and bacterial wilt; was found- Parasitic nematodes were also
found mostly in the soil samples, but the relationship between the incidence of bacterial and
presence of nematodes was yet to be established in this area- Defoliation by 28-spot beetle
was severe in certain circumstances in the area- Various possible approaches to control dis-
eases and pests are discussed-

KEMYWORDSH Senthwest (GHinapapotatos disease, pest: nematode, yield



