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Technique of Straw Mulching Combined with Soil Cover for Potato
Production in Dryland

WANG Tao, ZHANG Ligong*, MA Jianhui, SU Zhongtai, SHI Rui, XU Sheng, LIU Yan

( Zhuanglang Agricultural Technique Extension Center, Zhuanglang, Gansu 744699, China )

Abstract: Straw mulching combined with soil cover is a technique in which the soil ground is mulched with 20 cm

thickness of straw, and then covered with a layer of soil on the straw. The technique could improve soil moisture and

temperature conditions, and accelerate straw decomposition. Compared with traditional straw mulching, it resolves the key

problems, such as low temperature in plough layer, slow growth of the crops, as well as straw decomposition problem in

the current year. Besides, the technique could also improve the rainwater storage, ameliorate the soil moisture, enhance

the wind resistance, improve soil fertility and increase production of potato. To sum up, straw mulching combined with soil

cover is a new agricultural cleaner production technique in dry land.
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