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Current Situation and Enlightenment from Development of
American Potato Industry
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Abstract: The potato industry of the USA is one of the best regional agricultural industries with the longest industrial
chain and the best output value in the world. Based on National Agriculture Statistics Service (NASS) data of potato
industry for the past 30 years, the trend of industry scale, seasonal distribution and regional distribution are
comprehensively introduced. The trend of yield, price and output value per unit area and the distribution of potato
varieties are also summarized. In addition, the sale of potato in the USA is briefed. The seasonal sales distribution is
also analyzed. Furthermore, the seed potato production and sales situation are also mentioned. It is suggested that
developing potato processing industry with Chinese characteristics, promoting the layout of regional potato industry,
accelerating the standardization of seed potato production and increasing potato science and technology innovation
should be strengthen, so as to ensure the healthy and stable development of the potato industry in China.
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Figure 1 Change in size of potato industry in the United States (1985-2016)
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Figure 3 Proportion of spring and winter potato and summer potato in the United States based on harvest area
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Figure 4 Top 10 states for potato production in USA based on production data from 2010 to 2015
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Figure 5 Changes in yields of American potato in different seasons from 1985 to 2016
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Figure 6 Changes in annual price for potatoes in the United States from 1985 to 2016
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Table 1 Output value of potato per unit area at different harvest seasons in the United States from 1985 to 2015 (US$/ha)

Wtz 4 Year
Harvest season 1985~1990 1991~1995 1996~2000  2001~2005 2006~2010  2011~2015
K7 (SLAE 12 A ZWAE3 A ) Winter (from December to March) 8 951.4 12 090.2 12 155.0 15 824.4 11 990.0% NA##
7 (4 1% 6 J1) Spring (from April to June) 55542 61137 6421.2 78309 101384 11588.3
HZ:(7 7129 At A)) Summer (from July to middle September) 42953 4794.5 5608.8 7425.6 9152.9 10719.0
£Z(8 HE 11 H) Winter (from August to November) 3710.7 4404.5 44382 5554.8 7916.1 8965.8
ALY BT P The average output for whole year 3950.3 4634.9 47337 5958.3 8040.3 9248.0

{E: #2006~2009 4-F-I9ME, = Hfiiidk .
Note: *The average output from 2006 to 2009; **NA = not available.
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Figure 8 Variety map for top 11 states in autumn potato production in the United States
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Table 2 Productions, sales and sale ratios of potatoes in USA from 1985 to 2015
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4E Year

Item

1985~1990 1991~1995 1996~2000 2001~2005

2006~2010 2011~2015

LA R 7R (JT 1) Quantity of potato harvested (10 t) 172597 198052 220748  2027.98 1940.28 2005.28
LA AR B (JT 1) Annual quantity for potato sold (10° 1) 1553.13 165758  2009.75  1856.04 1794.02 1862.11
F 5 H (%) Proportion for sold potatoes 90.05 91.17 91.06 91.53 92.47 92.86

5 (%)
The proportion of potato sales
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Figure 9 Proportion of potato sales in USA by months (average data from August, 2013 to July, 2016)
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Figure 11 Fall potato areas planted for certified seed in USA from 2010 to 2016
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Figure 12 Distribution map for fall potato areas planted for certified seed in USA
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